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A Christmas Story

I have always felt sorry for those whose birthdays were
around Christmas. Very often, they would be gypped out
of a present since they would receive one gift that fulfilled
both purposes.

And thankfully, every Christmas as a child, being that 1
was fortunate enough to be born in the summer, there was
no birthday/Christmas present for me. Just Christmas.
Nevertheless, I don't know if it's cultural, but I would
rarely receive any of the trending gifts that many of my
classmates would brag about receiving from Santa. I was
given at every Christmas, more or else, clothes, coloring
books and socks. "Another year resulting in being
naughty," I often sighed to myself.

I do, however, recall receiving a Cabbage Patch Kid one
year. I think I was either in the first or second grade. (For
those who don't know what a Cabbage Patch Kid is, it was
the doll that every girl wanted in the 1980's. It even came
with a birth certificate, and you knew if it was authentic by
the signature written on its behind.)

I still remember so clearly all the emotions I felt that day.
I was ecstatic, elated and beyond words upon seeing this
doll. However, for some reason or another, my parents
got into an argument hours later. They told me to go
upstairs to my room. I heard them getting into a shouting
match. Still holding onto my Cabbage Patch Kid, I ran to
my bed and hid beneath the covers. I started to pray. I
told God that I would rather have my parents not fight
than to have this doll. Iwanted peace.

I don't exactly remember how the day ended. I probably
fell asleep. Regardless, this incident is a reminder and a
blessing, in hindsight, that even at a young age, I knew that
no material possession could ever truly gratify the desires
of the human heart and soul.

And this is Christmas- the story of how true peace came
into the world. We were reconciled with Our Maker
through Christ, Our Prince of Peace. Through Christ's
humility by being a babe, who didn't even have a ctib to lay
his head, the riches of Heaven, and mostimportantly, Our
Heavenly Father was made known to us.

My brothers and sisters at the nursing home know this.
They know that nothing here on earth can fully satisty
their needs. There is only a someone, and this someone is
Jesus. I see a hunger in them for Christ, and I am most
humbled and grateful that I can partake in worshipping
our King together with them each week.

Christmas 2016 is neatly approaching. I don't know
whatis written on your Christmas list. Regardless of what
you receive (ot don't receive), may you be encouraged that
the God who gave us his everything, is both the perfect
gift and the gift-giver. Only He can satiate any and every
appetite we have, and indeed, He is the reason for the
season.

Maria Kim
Armenian Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

<Oakland Rehabilitation & Healthcare Center>
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Power of Music

Music has always been a way for us to connect with
one another, from the rich, intricate musicality of the
Baroque period to the expressive pop music we listen to
today. Music has also been a part of my life for as long
as I can remember, whether it was playing Maria in my
middle school production of The Sound of Music or
partaking in selective high school choirs. Although I
have created precious relationships with new friends
through such musical activities, delivering the music
rarely made an impact on my understanding of its
indescribable power. It was not until I joined the Good
Neighbor Ensemble that I came to understand music as

being so much more than mere scribbles on paper.

The Good Neighbor Ensemble is a selective group of
talented young musicians who have a passion not only
for music, but also for serving others. With
relationships with over a hundred senior citizen homes,
the Good Neighbor Ensemble's mission is to share love
and hope with others through the healing power of
music. When I first joined the Ensemble, I had just
learned how to play the viola, and as a beginner, I was
nervous about my performances. I would tirelessly
attempt to perfect the complicated fingerings and nail
the dynamic volume changes. But my fears of plucking
the wrong strings or drawing the wrong bowing

dissipated one day when we performed Amazing Grace.

As the cellos played the rich melody, I saw one woman
gasp and put her hand on her heart, singing the lyrics
passionately. A man seated in the front, clasped his
trembling hands together and lovingly looked at each of
us with tears in his eyes. I started to tear up myself, and
as my vision blurred, I could not make out some of the
notes and fingerings marked on the sheet music. But
when we held the last note of the song, I knew this

performance was the best we had ever had.

“Instead be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music
Sfrom your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the
Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Ephesians  5:18-20) God uses and moves us in
mysterious ways. In special moments like these, our
praises to God can transport us to a different place, a
different time, perhaps even — a different life. Through
my involvement with the Good Neighbor Ensemble, I
realized I can help bring these senior citizens joy and
allow them to experience God's love again. It is a
blessing to serve God and His people by doing

something I love.

Yuna Chung / 12th
Good Neighbor Ensemble

<Korean Chuseok Festival at Overpeck County Park, NJ>
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