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Christmas:
The Making of Music & Memories

pon entering the wide room highlighted with fes-

tive Holiday decorations and aroma of scrumptious
food, my first impression was that this performance
would be far more important than any other. The freez-
ing weather seemed like a distant memory after seeing
the eyes of the eager kids yearning to finally hear some
Christmas melodies. Frantically opening our music cases
and flipping through our music, we set up our stands to
play what everyone was waiting to hear!

One of the many reasons I love playing in an orches-
tra is how we can communicate through our music. It
doesn’t matter one’s background, language, or culture.
It's a method of expression to show that we care, want
to share, and hopefully inspire. During the performance,
[ occasionally glanced around the room. Our audience
especially the children had expressions of wonder like
Santa Claus himself was playing amongst us. | heard
conductor’s wise words in my head: “Some of these kids
have never seen an instrument in real life before; play
like this is your last performance.” Their gleeful expres-
sions and appreciative smiles encouraged all of us to
play in harmony. Surrounded by bobbing heads all
around us, we were fueled by their energy
and had one of our best perform-
ances!

After completing our
last piece, we were ap-
proached by many of the
kids and their family =
members thanking us for
the performance and how
beautifully we played. They
reminded us that we were doing
“God’s work” and that we should “continue spreading
our love.”

The GNE trip to Pennsylvania not only allowed all of
us to experience the joy of sharing and spreading our
message, but also reinforced the importance of what we
do. By merely playing our instruments together, we're
capable of adding a bit of enjoyment to people’s lives
which is even more rewarding for us. An orchestra is
one of the most important ways of uniting people, and
our ensemble is no exception!

Jodie Suh/Good Neighbor Ensemble
Ridgewood High School/11thGr.
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1. Bergen County Band:
Grace Kim(Fl.), Chloe Nam(Fl.)

2. Region Band: Abigail Lim(FL)

3. Region Orchestra: Heesoo Bok(Vn.), Sebin Bok(Vn.),
Julia Jeong(Vn.), Jiin Jung(Vn.), Jooun Lee(Vn.),
Justin Lee(Vn.), Paul Jeong(Vn.), Jodie Suh(Va.),
Karen Jo(Vc.), Joseph Lee(Vc.)

4. Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center The Young
Musicians Concert at Alice Tully Hall:

Daniel Seog, Eilene Lee

5. Christy Chang:

American Protégé Concerto competition 1st Prize,
East Coast International Music Competition 1st Prize

6. Julia Jeong(Vn): NY Concert Festival Grand Prix
7. Lindsey Jung(Vn.): National Artists Competition 2nd Prize

8. Grace Kim(FL):

Elite International Music Competition 1st Prize

9. Eilene Lee: Young Artist Concerto Competition Livingston
Symphony Orchestra 1st Prize

10.Peter Park(Vc.): NYYS Chamber Music Program(2017 fall~ )
11.Daniel Seog: CAI Competition Ensemble 1st Prize(trio Astra)
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Atrium Senior Living of Park Ridge

Brookdale Emerson

Oakland Rehab. & Healthcare Center

Oradell Health Care Center

Sunrise of Old Tappan

Tenafly County Manor

Buckingham at Norwood

Sunrise of Paramus

The Lillian Booth Actors Home, Englewood
Bergen County Health Care Center Rockleigh
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West Side Presbyterian Church
6 South Monroe St., Ridgewood, NJ 07450

2] M &A], Non-Profit Corp. a 501(C)(3), Founded in 1999




