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A Changed Life

“The best and most beautiful things in the world

cannot be seen or even touched - they must be felt with
the heart.” by Helen Keller

Volunteering has changed my life forever. I have often
heard people talk about the benefits of volunteering
and how it gives one an opportunity to change other
lives, including your own. But I didn't fully understand
the impact of that claim until I started to volunteer
myself at Good Neighbor Ministry (GNM). At first, I
truly went for some adult companionship and to build

new friendships since I was fairly new to my town.
Immediately, I felt a sense of belonging to all the sisters

and brothers who serve so faithfully at the Good
Neighbor Ministry. The feeling of being connected
through Holy Spirit brought comfort and peace that
only God the Father could give. Like that song.....

<

‘My Peace”
My peace I give unto you

It's a peace that the wotld cannot give

It's a peace that the world cannot understand
Peace to know

Peace to live,

My peace I give unto you.

The shalom and comfort that only can be fulfilled by
our mighty God is a feeling that cannot be replaced by
the riches of this world. Itis the sense of belonging to
a higher calling from our Abba, Father that inspired me
to fight the good fight. Brothers and sisters walking in
one spirit and seeking to reflect God's heart is the
fragrance that floats among the Good Neighbor
Ministry. It is a ministry that allows us to come as we
are and worship in truth and in spirit. A ministry that
gives each and every one of us an opportunity to walk

deeper in faith, hope and love.

“For where two or three gather together as my

followers, I am there among them” Matt 18:20

Brenda Cho,
CareOne at Valley, Westwood
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A Letter to the Next Generations of GNE

It's unbelievable to think that six years have already
passed since I first joined GNE in the 7th grade. I can
still remember walking into the small chapel of Bethany
Church in Fort Lee with my brother, filling out the
registration form, and playing in our first-ever rehearsal
after our auditions. So much has happened between
now and then that it's hard to remember every moment,
but I don't want to ramble on about my personal
experiences, especially since together we share so many.
I just want to emphasize one thing to the next

generations of students who won't know who I am...

Please never forget the original purpose and intent of
the ensemble: to serve our local communities through the
word of God and music. Nearly twenty years ago, 71 78 Al
YA created the Good Neighbor Ensemble with less
than ten people, including herself, in order to accompany
the services that were provided at nursing homes, and
today we still faithfully continue the tradition with nearly
fifty kids and counting. It may not seem like we're doing
much, but talk to any of the elders and residents at the
nursing homes and listen to what they have to say. Many
of them are genuinely happy for our performances, and
you'll leave with humility and a better understanding of
just how impactful our work is. Add all that our parents
and the Good Neighbor Ministry have done for us, and it
becomes imperative that it's our responsibility to do our

absolute best at every practice, every concert, every time

<CareOne at The Cupola, Paramus>

we pick up our instruments. So long as that central idea is
retained, then GNE will always prosper. This is the
highest respect we can give to 4 %8 Al HAFH and her
vision of service, and soon it will be your responsibility to

carty on.

I'was only a small part of the long history behind GNE,
but I am humbled and will be forever grateful for having
been part of such a dedicated community. Since it's my
last year, I want to formally express my gratitude by saying
simply saying thank you to A 84l WAME, = JAF
3, ol A GAY and A5 A3 A o our
hardworking and supportive parents; to all the other
students I've played with for the wonderful memories;
and to the next generations, for your unselfish
commitment to a cause greater than ourselves. Without
everyone working together, GNE would not have come
this far, and I have the utmost confidence that GNE will

go even further.

Chris Jin
Law and Justice '17
Bergen County Technical High School
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Amazing Grace! Amazing Growth!
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Photo Gallery/ GNM

<CareOne at The Cupola / Paramus>
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<Woodcrest Health Care / New Milford>

<CareOne At Valley,Westwood>

Photo Gallery/ GNE
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N <CareOne At Valley,Westwood>
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