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The first Christmas began in indifference, but the angels who could not be silent
cried out: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, on earth peace to those on whom
his favor rests.” Their cry is a great comfort to those who wait for the birth of
Christ. I pray that the proclamation that was made by the angels will be
continued to be witnessed by those who love Jesus.

It’s been 18 years since the ministry began the mission of Good Neighbor.

another more. We served our neighbors with love and shared the gospel,
proclaiming “glory to God in the highest heaven and on earth peace.”

Christmas and a very Happy New Year!

Peace and joy,
Joon L. Chung
President of Good Neighbor Ministry
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The Important Lesson

When [ first joined Good Neighbor Ensemble, I was
extremely nervous. There were so many members
who had much more experience in music than me and
had many accomplishments that proved their impres-
sive skill. I was not even in high school yet and this
made me fear that I might not be able to play all the
notes or not play in time with everyone else. I did not
notice then but I gave myself a lot of pressure to try to
be a perfect flutist. After all my years of devotion, I was
able to improve a lot, thanks to this ensemble, but there
was something else that I learned that was much more
important and precious than musical skill.

One Saturday afternoon, as we ended with God Bless
America, there was a woman in the audience that caught
my eye. She was singing along and crying as we played.
At that moment, compassion and humility had filled my
heart and I too felt like I was going to cry. There were
also other elderly people that were standing up during
that song and [ was so humbled by that act of respect.
That performance taught me the true meaning of serv-
ing this community and volunteering my time and talent.
My experience in going to countless of nursing homes
and meeting many different people showed me the joy
in making others happy and the value in giving back to
the community. The idea that you are never too young
to start making a difference will always resonate with
my experience in the Good Neighbor Ensemble.

As a member, I am so thankful and blessed to be
playing side by side such wonderful musicians. This en-
semble shows others God’s love and grace through mu-
sic and I am so glad to be a part of that. [ am so grateful
that Good Neighbor Ensemble gave me this opportunity
to experience something so unique and I give thanks
God for granting me and the rest of the ensemble these
talents to be able to use them for his kingdom and his

glory.

Gina Chun
Good Neighbor Ensemble
Bergen County Academies/Senior
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