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As a member of the Good Neighbor Ensemble since the
eighth grade, I am extremely grateful for having been a part
of such an amazing organization. Not only have I developed
a passion for giving back to the community with my talents,
but I have also been allowed to improve my chamber skills
and refine my musical abilities. Furthermore, performing for
senior citizens truly opened my eyes to a new aspect of
community service. I learned that spreading joy through
music really brightens up the atmospheres at these
residencies. For instance, after a performance at the Old
Tappan Sunrise, 1 remember being able to have a
conversation about music with a grandmother of a
conductor of the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra. 1 was
ecstatic about being able to connect with her through a
common passion, and her constant requests to have us come
back and perform again demonstrated the genuity of her
happiness about our performance. One wish I have for my
fellow ensemble members is for them to gratefully accept the
compliments from the senior citizens after our
performances, and maybe even converse with them as well.
They are all people who have unique and interesting stories
to tell, and they genuinely appreciate what we do for them!
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This past year, the Good Neighbor Ensemble has
experienced drastic changes. However, some of the
adaptations this ensemble had to face only helped it for the
better. For example, our new conductor Dongmin Kim has
made this ensemble sound the best it has ever sounded
before, and I truly appreciate having such a hardworking and
passionate conductor like him. He truly wants the best for
the ensemble, and he helped us dramatically improve from
where we were before in previous years. Additionally, the
organization had to face the loss of our beloved former
president, &A1 HAPE. To this day, I miss her dearly, as she
had shown me why one should have a passion for serving
the community through her past Wednesday morning
sermons at the Paramus Sunrise Nursing home. I pray that
she will continue to watch over us and the organization that
she has started, and 1 also pray that we will be able to
successfully continue her legacy into the future. With our
new ministry president, &= tHE'H, I know that this
ministry is in good hands. I look forward to many more
experiences with my fellow peers during my final year in this
ensemble.

Hannah Ko
BCA 12th
Member of Good Neighbor Ensemble
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